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WINTER EVENTS AND ATTRACTIONS
November 2015 – March 2016

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Kim Skeltis, APR; 616-419-8385; kim@blueblazepr.com



Photos and interviews available upon request.

EVENTS/FESTIVALS









Signature Event
NEW
November
“Great Michigan Read” Author Talk - Emily St. John Mandel, Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m., West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. Emily St. John Mandel is the author of four novels, most recently Station Eleven, which was a finalist for a National Book Award and the PEN/Faulkner Award, and won the 2015 Arthur C. Clarke Award.
Autism Awareness Event, Nov. 5, 7:30 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts, Ludington. ludingtonartscenter.org.  Renee Tate will screen her independent film about humanizing autism, and author/writer Mary Ann Payne will speak about her book “Hadley.” 

Frank Vignola, Virtuoso Guitarist, Nov. 21, 7:30 p.m., West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. Frank Vignola is one of the most extraordinary guitarists performing before the public today. His stunning virtuos​ity has made him the guitarist of choice for many top musicians, including Ringo Starr, Madonna, Donald Fagen, Wynton Marsalis, Tommy Emmanuel, Mark O Connor, the Boston Pops, the New York Pops and guitar legend Les Paul.
NEW – Creative HeARTS Gala, Nov. 27, 7 – 11 p.m., PM Steamers, 502 W Loomis St. 231.845.2787. ludingtonartscenter.org. This holiday fundraising gala event supports children's programming at the Ludington Area Center for the Arts. Member tickets: $65 each or 2 for $100.  Non-member tickets: $75 each or 2 for $120. 
Aglow on the Avenue Parade & Holiday Market, Nov. 28, events throughout day, downtown Ludington. DowntownLudington.org/aglow. The day includes a Holiday Market in James Street Plaza with Christmas tree lot, Aglow on the Avenue Holiday Parade and more, with highlights including:

· Breakfast with Santa, 9 a.m. - noon, Old Hamlin Restaurant. 
· 7th Annual Holiday Craft Show, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts. ludingtonartscenter.org. Annual arts and crafts show featuring 30 artists and crafters showcasing handmade items for sale.

· Small Business Saturday Shopping Event, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m., downtown Ludington.  “Shop small” with downtown merchants who are offering deals on holiday gifts.

· Holiday Parade Open House, 4 – 6 p.m., Mason County District Library, Ludington. 
· Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting, 6 p.m., Ludington Avenue. Parade followed by the lighting of the downtown Ludington Christmas tree in James Street Plaza.

· Visit with Santa, following the parade, Sandcastles Children’s Museum.
December
West Shore Community College Holiday Concerts:
· Jazz Ensemble, Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m., Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu.
· Concert Choir, Dec. 13, 2 p.m., Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu.
· Chamber Winds & Wind Symphony, Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m., Shelby High School Auditorium, 641 N State St, Shelby. westshore.edu.
“We’ll be Home for Christmas,” Dec. 19, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts, Ludington. ludingtonartscenter.org. LACA's Christmas Concert features favorite holiday tunes and tales. Free event though donations are appreciated.

New Year’s Eve Ball Drop, Dec. 31, downtown Ludington. downtownludington.org/eventlist/nye-ball-drop. Billed as “West Michigan’s largest New Year’s Eve Ball,” Ludington offers the quintessential small-town New Year's Eve celebration – complete with an outdoor beer garden and music, a ball drop with 6,000 LED lights in the heart of downtown, plus fireworks. Beginning at 9:30 p.m. at James Street Plaza, enjoy live music and an entertainment tent/beer garden with commemorative glasses. Then gather at the intersection of James Street and Ludington Avenue as midnight approaches for a good view of the New Year’s Eve Ball touching down. Once the clock strikes midnight, turn your attention to the sky and watch a dazzling fireworks display over the top of downtown. Free; drinks plus commemorative glass available for purchase.

Related Events: 
Family Party, Dec. 31, 7-11:30 p.m., Mason County District Library. Crafts, games and activities for partygoers of all ages. At 11:30 pm, the party will leave and parade downtown to enjoy the ball drop.
New Year’s Eve Balloon Drop and Stomp, Dec. 31, 5 - 8 p.m., Sandcastles Children’s Museum. sandcastleschildrensmuseum.com. Families with young children can ring in the New Year a few hours early with a balloon drop featuring more than 500 balloons. The party also will feature live music, food, favors, ice cream sundaes, crafts, photo booth and more. Admission fee.
Resolution 5K, Jan. 1, 11 a.m., starts at Northstar Chiropractic, 311 S. Rath Ave. downtownludington.org/eventlist/nye-ball-drop. Ring in the New Year for your health with this fun 5K throughout downtown Ludington and along the Lake Michigan shoreline. $20 for adults, free for kids ($10 for kids’ race tee).
January 2016
Pure Ludington BRRRewFest, Jan. 30, 2015, 1 - 6 p.m., Downtown Ludington Community Garden. pureludington.com/beer. Back by popular demand, the second annual Pure Ludington BRRRewFest is bigger and better in its new location at the recently developed community garden, featuring 30-plus Michigan brewers showcasing their best for an afternoon of brews, live music by local musicians Chad Rushing and John Merchant, and more. Tickets ($25 in advance or $30 at the door) include a 5oz. commemorative sampling glass plus six drinks tokens for sampling. Proceeds will benefit the Friends of Ludington State Park.
February 
NEW – Night at the Museum - Be a Kid for a Night! Feb. 6, 7 - 11 p.m., Sandcastles Children's Museum. sandcastleschildrensmuseum.com. This entertaining night for adults at Sandcastles Children's Museum lets you experience all the fun kids have at the museum.  Play with robotics, underwater vehicles, crafts, bubbles, and more. Kids’ favorite foods will be served with gourmet flair, plus a cash bar is available. Live music will be by Zeek & Wally. Casual attire.  $25 per person or $45 per couple.
Tom Clinton Presentation, Feb. 10, 2 p.m., West Shore Community College - Arts and Science Center (Location TBA), 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. Tom Clinton creates collographs with grid-like images to 

show the beauty in logical construction. 

The Merling Trio, Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m.,  West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. The Merling Trio is recognized as one of today’s premier classical ensembles. A truly international trio, The Merling Trio has been hailed as a brilliantly distinguished group endowed with remarkable gifts of communication, magnificent precision and an impeccable blend of sound.
March
“Breaking The Code,” March 10-12 at 7:30 p.m., March 13 at 2 p.m.; West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. “Breaking The Code” tells the story of a mathematical genius, Alan Turing (as portrayed by Derek Jacobi in the London production) who, assigned to the top secret Bletchley Park England during World War II, was responsible for designing the first computer, which enabled the allies to crack the German Enigma code and, some would argue, win the war.
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, March 12, downtown Ludington. downtownludington.org/stpatricksday. A variety of St. Patrick’s Day events await, including an Irish Jig 5K Run at 9:30 a.m. starting at Ludington CrossFit (on-site registration at 8:30 a.m.), Shamrock Parade at noon on Ludington Avenue, “Irish I Was Shopping” with downtown businesses open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., and an evening pub crawl.
Sandcastles Children’s Museum Spring Carnival, March 18, 5 – 8 p.m., Community Church 109 N. Harrison St., sandcastleschildrensmuseum.com. This carnival features games and prizes, a cake walk, balloon animals and face painting as well as food concession with healthy dinner choices so families can make it a full evening event.

WINTER PROGRAMS – LUDINGTON STATE PARK*
(8800 W. M-116)
Snowshoe-Making Classes – Nov. 8 (one-day class), 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Dec. 4-5 (Part 1 - Dec. 4, 6-10 p.m.; Part 2 - Dec. 5, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.); Dec. 13 (one-day class), 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Warming Shelter. michigan.gov/ludington. Participants weave a pair of traditional wooden snowshoes the way Native Americans crafted them for generations. The $200 class fee includes preformed wooden frames, lacing, bindings and instruction. Ages 16 years and older. Call 231-843-9261 or email wernettea@michigan.gov to reserve a space for this popular class.  
Guided Snowshoe Hikes – Jan. 2*, 9*, 16, 23* and 30 and Feb. 6* and 13. Daytime guided hikes at 2 p.m.; Moonlight guided snowshoe at 6 p.m.  *NOTE: Walks only at 2 p.m. on the Saturdays noted. Warming Shelter. michigan.gov/ludington. Join a 1.5-hour guided snowshoe hike highlighting the park’s nature and history through the park’s snow-covered sand dunes. The park has 45 pairs of snowshoes to loan for free on a first-come, first-served basis for visitors aged 10 years old to adult. Reservations are not required. Staff can help novice trekkers. Participants should dress warmly and wear winter walking shoes or boots. Weather permitting. 
Lantern-Lit Skiing and Snowshoeing – Jan. 2, 9 and 23, and Feb. 6, 6 - 8 p.m., Warming Shelter. michigan.gov/ludington. Bring cross-country skis and/or snowshoes to ski or walk an easy, one-mile groomed trail lit by oil lanterns that begins at the Warming Shelter.  Enjoy a campfire at either end to warm up and sip a hot beverage. The park has 45 pairs of snowshoes to loan for free on a first-come, first-served basis. Park staff can help novice trekkers get started. No reservations needed. Participants should dress warmly, wear winter shoes or boots, and bring a flashlight. Weather permitting.

*A Recreation Passport is required for entry into all Michigan State Parks and Recreation Areas
OTHER SEASONAL ACTIVITIES 








NEW – Fatbike Riding – One of Ludington’s hottest new recreation activities is riding a fatbike – a bicycle with oversized tires, wide rims and low tire pressure for riding on soft terrain such as snow and sand. For the first time, Ludington’s five miles of School Forest Trails will be packed for fatbike riding in winter on snow. Ride on sand and snow along the Lake Michigan shoreline at Stearns Beach, or bike through wooded trails in the heart of the Manistee National Forest at 300-acre Barothy Lodge (available to overnight lodging guests only). Don’t have your own fat bike? Rent one for a half or full day, complete with helmet and lock, at Spindrift Cyclesports in downtown Ludington (spindriftcyclesports.com).
Fishing – Ludington is a top fishing port on Lake Michigan, with more charters originating and more trout and salmon caught out of its port each year than any other in Michigan. November is a favorite month for steelhead fishing in the Pere Marquette River where the steelhead flock to the river following the salmon. December is "first ice," the best ice fishing of the year on inland lakes including Upper Hamlin and the South Bayou of Lower Hamlin Lake. Ice fishing continues in January and February on Hamlin Lake and Pere Marquette Lake. For regional fishing information, visit michigansgreatoutdoors.org/west-michigan-fishing.
Cross-Country-Skiing/Snowshoeing, Snowmobiling – A variety of nature trails in the Ludington area become excellent cross-country and snowshoeing trails in the winter. Ludington State Park offers several miles of groomed cross-country ski trails for beginners through experts, and the Ludington School Forest Trails also offer five miles of trails. Other trail systems such as Big M, Crystal Valley and Pentwater are in neighboring communities. Also, designated snowmobile trails are scattered throughout Mason County. For trail information and maps, visit pureludington.com/MasonCountyTrails.cfm. 
Winter camping – For hearty souls, winter camping is available in the Cedar and Jack-Pine campgrounds of Ludington State Park, where three heated mini-cabins also are available for rent.  Camping reservations can be made at midnrreservations.com.   

SEASONAL SPECIALS










Many of Ludington’s hotels, motels, bed & breakfasts, resorts and cottages offer discounted room rates and enticing packages to make a winter stay both enjoyable and affordable. Find seasonal discounts, coupons and packages at pureludington.com/visitors_packages.cfm.
One such location for a unique winter stay is Barothy Lodge, a year-round wilderness retreat on the Pere Marquette River. Barothy features the following specials from November through May, except holidays:

· Three-Day Weekend Special – 30% off Thursday or Sunday night when you add to your weekend stay.

· Three-Day Midweek Special – 25% off per night when you stay three nights Sunday through Thursday.

· Weekly Stay – One night free when you stay seven nights.
ABOUT LUDINGTON
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan with miles of beachfront and water access, Ludington offers a quintessential “Up North” experience. Ludington and surrounding Mason County deliver the perfect combination of unspoiled natural resources and unrivaled outdoor recreation with quaint, small-town charm. And it’s all within easy reach, located at the intersection of U.S. 31 and U.S. 10. Come to Pure Ludington – Up North close by. For information on the Ludington area including lodging, events, and other tools to help plan your next Ludington getaway, visit PureLudington.com or call (800) 542-4600. 
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