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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER EVENTS AND NEWS
MEDIA CONTACT: 
Kim Skeltis, APR; 616-419-8385; kim@blueblazepr.com
Photos and interviews available upon request.
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan, Ludington offers an Up North experience that is close by, easily accessible by freeway for a weekend getaway. Here is a list of Pure Ludington events and activities in September and October. (Events are located in Ludington unless stated otherwise.)
NEW THIS FALL











TRAILS – Self-Guided Cultural Driving Trails – Mason County launches two self-guided driving trails Sept. 19 as part of the Mason County Cultural Trails that provide narration from a cell phone:

· Barn Quilt Trail – Visitors can follow this agricultural scavenger hunt past 10 barns scattered throughout the county, each displaying an 8’ x 8’ hand-painted barn quilt. 

· Agricultural Trail – This trail features 15-plus stops, including an elk ranch, dairy farm, winery, farmers market and five-generation family apple and cherry orchard. 
FUTURE ATTRACTION – Port of Ludington Maritime Museum – Ground will be broken this fall for the new Port of Ludington Maritime Museum. Housed in Ludington’s historic U.S. Coast Guard Station, a landmark on the National Register of Historic Places, the museum is targeted to open in 2016.  This maritime attraction will offer a “museum within a museum,” featuring interactive exhibits highlighting Ludington’s Great Lakes car ferry history, service of the U.S. Life Saving Service and U.S. Coast Guard, and development of Ludington’s harbor. 
FALL EVENTS/FESTIVALS









Denotes Signature Event

Denotes Halloween/Autumn-Themed Event

September

Artist Reception: National Parks Road Trip Photography (Karen West), Sept. 5, 5 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts, 107 S. Harrison St. www.ludingtonartscenter.org. Karen West has spent the last few years travelling through our beautiful National Parks, and the images created for this exhibit chronicle her journey thus far. Karen will continue her quest by visiting the East Coast and Southeast states beginning in October. Part of Ludington's First Fridays Art Walk. Artist presentation at 6pm. Light refreshments served. Free. 
Lil' Rev - Ukulele Workshop and Concert, Sept. 14 - workshop at 3:30 p.m. and concert at 7 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts, 107 S. Harrison St. www.ludingtonartscenter.org. From Milwaukee, Lil' Rev is a musician/songwriter /instrumentalist /storyteller /historian /interpreter of traditional Americana music and culture. While he is known for his ukulele and harmonica stylings, he is equally adept at old time banjo, flat-pick guitar and blues mandolin. He’ll conduct a ukulele workshop for all levels of players and later play a concert. Sponsored by LudRock. $10 per person. To register, call 231-845-2787.
Mason County Barn Quilt Trail and Agricultural Trail Launch, Sept. 19 and ongoing, Ludington and Mason County. www.pureludington.com/MasonCountyCulturalTrails.cfm. Mason County is launching two trails as part of the Mason County Cultural Trails that provide self-guided narration by dialing a number or scanning a QR code from a cell phone (a Lumber Heritage Trail is already open). The Barn Quilt Trail takes visitors past 10 barns, each displaying an 8’ x 8’ hand-painted barn quilt designed by the owners. The Agricultural Trail features 15-plus stops, including an elk ranch, dairy farm, winery, farmers market and five-generation apple orchard. 

Almost McGraw, Sept. 20, 7:30 p.m., Ludington High School Peterson Auditorium, 508 N. Washington Ave. westshore.edu/community/arts_music_culture/performing_arts/current_season.html. Featuring Todd Sullivan as Tim McGraw, Almost McGraw is one of the leading tribute shows in the country. Todd's portrayal of Tim is uncanny, from the looks and moves down to the vocals. 

Vander Mill Hard Cider Pairing Dinner, Sept. 23, 6:30 p.m., Mitten Bar, 109 W. Ludington Ave., facebook.com/mittenbar.  Brewery representatives will be on hand to guide diners through dinner courses and hard cider pairings. Seating limited – call 231-843-7616 to purchase a space.
Checkers Morton Jazz Concert, Sept. 25, 7:30 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts, 107 S. Harrison St. ludingtonartscenter.org. Enjoy jazz stylings of this ensemble of world-class musicians for the season opener of the LACA’s Main Stage Series. 
October
Autumn Days at Historic White Pine Village, Oct. 10-11, Ludington. historicwhitepinevillage.org.

Take a step back in time and enjoy the bounty of fall harvest season when the village is overflowing with pumpkins, gourds, corn stalks and colorful decorations. Watch apples being pressed into cider, enjoy a hayride, experience a sawmill demonstration, reminisce over our farm machinery display and more. Interpreters are located throughout the village to answer questions and provide a nostalgic look at the past. 

Octoberfest Music & Craft Beer Festival by Bell’s Brewery, Oct. 10-12. downtownludington.org/Octoberfest. This second annual festival features a weekend of live music, beer tasting and delicious food. Highlights include a “Mitt Crit” bike race and chili cook-off, daytime family activities, and a VIP Beer School with Bell’s Brewery staff. The event closes Sunday with Open Fire, billed as Ludington’s “first meat centric, open-fire cooking event” with Michigan craft beers and live music. Details:
· Friday, Oct. 10, 6 p.m. - Beer School; 1 Mile Family Fun Run
· Saturday, Oct. 11 - Octoberfest 5K (10 a.m. – registration at 9 a.m.); Kids’ pumpkin patch and harvest activities, chili walk (12-3 p.m.); Bells Music & Craft Beer entertainment tent (3-10 p.m.)
· Sunday, Oct. 12 - MittCrit Bike Race (noon – register at 11 a.m.); Open Fire event​ (1-5 p.m.)
MSU Be-Bop Spartans, Oct. 11, 7:30 p.m., West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu/community/arts_music_culture/performing_arts/current_season.html. The next generation of great American jazz musicians is represented in this ensemble playing improv, bebop, swing, blues & soul. Special guest to be announced.
Haunted Village, Oct. 25, Historic White Pine Village, Ludington. historicwhitepinevillage.org.  Kids in costume can trick-or-treat at the historic buildings in Historic White Pine Village in this kid-friendly, non-scary event from 4 – 8 p.m. Wear a costume and bring a trick-or-treating bag and flashlight. A costume contest for kids 12 and under will be a part of the event, with prizes for the funniest and scariest costumes. 
Rocktober Night of Fright 2, Oct. 25, Ludington Area Center for the Arts, Ludington. ludingtonartscenter.org or facebook.com/events/321663494663368/. Enjoy a night of rock ’n’ roll and Halloween fun with games, live music and a cash bar. A prize will be awarded for the best costume of the night. 

ONGOING PROGRAMS – LUDINGTON STATE PARK
(8800 W. M-116)
“Night Sky Tour,” Fridays: Sept. 5, 12, October 3, 10, 17; 7 p.m., Lake Michigan Beach House.

Come tour the night sky with the park interpreter to find planets, constellations, and other heavenly objects.  Bring chairs, blankets, flashlight and jackets.  This is a fun-filled time to learn about what is up in the night sky and how to easily locate objects.  Weather dependent.  
 
“Salmon Run Catch,” Saturdays: Sept. 6, 13, October 4, 11, 18; 2 p.m., Hamlin Dam Kiosk (next to Dam parking area). Join the park interpreter for this interesting walk on the why, when, where, and how of the spawning salmon.  Discover this short window that happens every fall when the large salmon leave their deep, cold-water homes of Lake Michigan to venture back to their home rivers where they were born to complete the life cycle of laying eggs of future salmon.  Short and easy walk along the ADA- accessible river board walk.
 
“Arrows Away – Archery in the Park,” Saturdays: Sept. 6, 13, October 4, 11, 18; 10 a.m. to noon;  Archery Range (next to the park’s amphitheater). This is a fun activity for anyone 7 years and older.  The park interpreter will teach the safe and correct way to shoot a bow and arrow, which will be followed by all participants getting a chance to shoot at targets.  No reservation needed, and all equipment is provided.  
OTHER SEASONAL ACTIVITIES 








Art Scene – Ludington has a thriving art scene supported by organizations like the Ludington Area Center for the Arts (LACA) whose fall Main Stage Series programs include jazz group Checkers Morton and MSU Be-Bop Spartans, and West Shore Community College kicks off its 2014-2015 Performing Arts Series Season. The LACA also will host its popular Rocktober Night of Fright Oct. 25 with live music, costumes and Halloween fun. Ludington also features a First Fridays Art Walk on the first Friday of the month from 5-8 p.m. Strollers can stop at more than 20 venues, including shops, restaurants and bars in addition to the Ludington Area Center for the Arts where they can observe various forms of art in motion while enjoying appetizers and drinks. Past art walks have featured everything from fiber artists, to acoustic musicians, to painters installing a wall mural.
Beer-Pairing Dinners and Events  – Ludington has a thriving craft beer culture – especially noteworthy for a town of 8,000 – from Jamesport Brewing Company, to the nationally-acclaimed Mitten bar selling Michigan-made beer and wine. The Mitten hosts beer-pairing dinners featuring a different Michigan microbrewery each month, starting Sept. 23 with a Vander Mill Hard Cider Pairing Dinner at 6:30 p.m. (contact the Mitten at 231. 843.7616 to register). Brewery representatives are on hand to guide diners through the courses and pairings. It also will help host the Octoberfest Music & Craft Beer Festival by Bell’s Brewery Oct. 10-12 in downtown Ludington – a weekend of music and beer tasting, bike rides and chili cook-offs (See more under Events). 
Fishing – Ludington is a top fishing port on Lake Michigan, with more fishing charters originating and more trout and salmon caught out of its port each year than any other in Michigan. October in Mason County means fantastic steelhead with minimum boat traffic, giving anglers the lake and the steelhead to themselves. 
Fall Color Tours – Ludington lends itself to beautiful fall meandering, whether travelling on foot or by car.  Hikers can explore 5,300-acre Ludington State Park and see the fall foliage along one of its 21 miles of marked trails – many of which are along Hamlin Lake. Road travelers can see fall colors while learning about the area’s culture and history by driving a self-guided Mason County Cultural Trail with cell phone-accessible narration. Tour routes include the Lumber Heritage Trail with 14 stops ranging from lumber baron homes to historic cemeteries; or the new Quilt Barn or Agritourism Trail (launch Sept. 19). Autumn-themed stops on the Agricultural Trail include Orchard Market for cider, pumpkins, squash and other fall produce plus homemade jams and salsas (two locations, including the big market in Free Soil with deli and fudge shop); and five-generation Kistlercrest Farms with apples from its orchard and homemade maple syrup for sale.
FALL SPECIALS/DISCOUNTS









Lodging Discount – Numerous Ludington-area hotels are featuring a fall lodging discount in September and October of 50 percent off a second night stay (excludes Fridays and Saturdays). Participating hotels can be found at pureludington.com/FallSpecial.cfm. Offer valid Sept. 1 through Oct. 31.
S.S. Badger B&B – Fans of maritime history will enjoy the chance to spend the night on the last coal-fired steamship in North America. Passengers who book a crossing on the Badger from Sept. 2 through Oct. 25 have the option of adding an overnight accommodation (while the ship is docked) for $75 in a Pullman-style room featuring two single beds, a private bathroom (no shower), a meal, as well as use of the stateroom during the crossing. The room cost is in addition to passenger/vehicle fares aboard the Badger. For more information or to book one of the 20 available rooms, contact a reservation agent at (800) 841-4243.
ABOUT LUDINGTON
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan with miles of beachfront and water access, Ludington offers a quintessential “Up North” experience. Ludington and surrounding Mason County deliver the perfect combination of unspoiled natural resources and unrivaled outdoor recreation with quaint, small-town charm. And it’s all within easy reach, located at the intersection of U.S. 31 and U.S. 10. Come to Pure Ludington – Up North close by. For information on the Ludington area including lodging, events, and other tools to help plan your next Ludington getaway, visit PureLudington.com or call (800) 542-4600.
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